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all other English humanistic educators. This is due to two
things : first, that he was one of the first Englishmen to write
a treatise on education in the vernacular; and, second, that he
possessed a style that has given him a place in literature as
well as in educational history. Ascham was a product of
the early Renaissance revival at Cambridge, and succeeded
Cheke, his master, to the chair of Greek. Later he became
tutor to the Princess, later Queen Elizabeth, and then hex
Latin secretary. As with Sturm, Reuchlin, and many of the
humanistic leaders, he was a man of public affairs as well as
an educator, and speaks with the authority of such experience
as well as that of a schoolmaster. This authority and his
royal influence gave him his reputation during his lifetime,
for his educational treatise, The Schoolmaster, was not pub-
lished until after his death (1571). His conception of educa
tion, though definitely limited by the title of his book tc
schoolroom education, is that of the typical humanists. Its
aim is defined in terms of culture and virtue. Moral pur-
pose and practical efficiency are supposed to be its outcome j
but these ends are to be gained wholly by the use of literature.
His analysis of the subject-matter of education shows a wide
knowledge of the classics, and his recommendations are sim-
ilar to those of Erasmus and of Sturm, whom he closely fol-
lowed. His treatise, however, is so largely devoted to a
discussion of method that the general impression left from
the insistence on the importance of grammar is that of the
narrower humanists. All learning seems not only to be based
on this, but to center in it In his treatment of method, As-
cham undoubtedly stated the best Renaissance practice, and
since this has not been discussed in previous sections, it can
most appropriately be given here, not only as representative
of Ascham, but of the best humanistic practices.
" First, let him teach the child cheerfully and plainly, the
cause and matter of the letter; then let him construe it into